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THE 
Friendly Enquirer's 
Doubts and Objed ons 
ANSWERED, oe. 


Hat which was from the 
| beginning, eventhat good 
' Word of Life, which 1s the 
| Light of Men; that which we 
| have /cen, and heard, and taft- 
| ed of, ts here declared unto you, 
| that ye alſo may have Fellows 
ſhip with us: And truly our 
Fellowſhip is with the Father, 
| and\with his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; 
angFor this and no other eng, 
' white Tunto you, but that your 
| joy maybe full. This then is 
B 2 | the 
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(4) 
the Meſſage that God is Light, 


and in him is no darkneſs at all ; 


and if we'ſay that we have Pel- 


lowſhip with him, and walk in 
darkneſs, we Lic and do nat the 
Truth : But if we walk in che 
Lieht, as he is in the Light, we 
have Fellowſhip one with ano- 
-ther; and the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us from 
all Sin: If we ſay we have no 
Sin, we deceive our ſelves, and 
the Truth is not in us; but if 
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we confeſs our Sins, he is faith- ! 


ful and juſt to forgive us our | 


Sins, and to cleanſe us from all | 


our Unrighteouſneſs, 1 Fohp. r. | 


I. 2, 3. tothe gh. 


W hoever therefore would at- 
tain unto the bleſſed Work of : 


San#ifcation, to be cleanſed 


from all Sin by the Blood off Je- | 


{us Chriſt, and ſo come to enfay 


the comfortable fellowſhip 'of | 


the 
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(5) 
the Holy:Ghoft, which proceeds 
from the Father and the Sos, 
Muſt turn from Darkneſs toLight, 
( As 26. 18, ) muſt Believe in 
the Light (John 12.36.) And 
walk in the Light, even as he is 
in the Light, and will know 
that this Turning is an I-ward 
Turning from the Darkneſs 
which is within, unto the Light 


' within, where the Day dawr- 


eth his Szey ariſeth, and the day 
{pring from on high, doth viſit 
us even in our Hearts, 2. Petr. 
1. 19, Wherefore bleſſed are 
they who are ,rot offended in 
the Light, but turn to it, be- 
lieve in it, and obey it 1n all 
thipgs. 

1. Objettion, "But we are a- 
fraid of being deeeived : This is 
a new and ſtrange Dofrine, did 
ever Chriſt or his Apoſtles bid 
Men believe and obey the Light 
within? A 3 I. An- 


(6) 
Anſwer, 1. Are you not al- 
ready deceived ? Confider and 
faithfully examine your own 
conditions, if you are delivered 
Out of the deceived State, where- 
im the greateſt part of the 
World yet remain, are you not 
in 2 fraful Traſgreſſing Stare * 
For *tis ſaid, The Woman being 
deceived was in the Tranſereſſion, | 
1-Tim. 2, 14. | 
( 2.) They who believe and 
abide in the Light, know that 
= are not deceived'; ſeek not 
ro deceive any, nor fear any de- 
ceiving them;. cho* whilſt we 
walk in the imaginations of our 
own Hearts, and warmed our 
ſelves with the ſparks of our 
own kindling, that then as the 
Serpent beguiled Eve through 
his ſubrilty, ſo our Minds were 
corrupted from- the Simplicity 
that is in Jeſs; in which Stare 
Wt © * We 
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we ſee many yet to ſtand, whom. 
the Lord will undeceive 1n his 


; own time: But evil Men and 


ſeducers will was worſe and 
worſe, deceiving and being de- 
ceived : And never fear deceit 
in thoſe that turn you to the 
Light ; unto which, they that do- 
the Truth bring all their works. 

Verily you ought cautioufly 
to be aware of, and ſuſpeCt all 
thoſe who pretend fafe conduct, 
but rejeR and hate the Lzghe. 

( 3.) Search and Prove this 
Do&trine freely, without preju- 
dice or partiality judge, nor con- 
demn it unheard, ſpeak not evil 
of any thing unknown ; for ſb 
we may unhappily condemn the 


Innocent, na make our ſelves 
Guilty : We ſRenld rightly un- 
derſtand what another holds, 
before we contend againſt him; 
leaſt for want of. this' Wiſdom 
A 4 and 


(3) 


and Patience, we oppoſe not ſo +: 


much his Judgment, as our own 
Concelt : Better it is to hear a 
Mans mind with meekneſs and 
candor, than haſtily to gueſs at 
it. 

(4-) Be not wedded I be- 
ſeech you to any Opinion; nor 
wiſe in your own & onceits, ſo 


as tO build upon your own, or. 


other Mens Judgments ; and 
reſt ſatisfied therein, becauſe it 
is ftrengthned by Multitude, 
Cuſtom, Authority and Aati- 
quity, for a LI many 
have erred groſly in thoſe things 
they have thought themſelves 
infallible. 

| Better it is to cleave to the 
clear and na ruth's of God 
- alone, than llow the Doc- 
trines and Examples of the moſt 
learned and Eminent Profeſſors 
in the World, when they hold 
not 
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not the Truth as it is in Jeſus 

( 5-) Reproach not this Doc- 
trine, ſaying, it is new and 
ſtrange, or that ye never heard 
it. ſo before; for this diſcovers 
your ignorance more than my 
Error, for this which to you 
may ſeem to be a new Error, 
being rightly examined by the 
Scriptures, will evidently prove 
an old Truth; and if yau_ will 
needs. reject whatſoever to you 
ſavours of Novelty ; how ſhall 
the Truths we yet know not be 
brought in, and the Ignorance 
and Error which yet remain be 
purged out ! 

(6.) This is the ſame Doc- 
trine Which was preached by 
our. bleſſed Saw ovr, and his ho- 
ly. Prophets and Apiſtiks, which 
was believed and obeyed, by all 
the Faithful Saints ard Servants 
of God lince the Creation; the 

A--4 ſame + 


C1) 
fame which. che Lord gave in 
charge to 'the : 1/rae(zte5 by; the 
mouth of :Mo/es, {aying, Rehdld 
I ſend my Awgel before thee to 
keep thee in th: my, and'te pring 
thee to the place | have prepared: 
Beware of htm and obey his 
Voice—Exad, 23. 20. But the 
Soul that darth-ouy bt preſumptec 
ouſly, reproxcheth. rhe Lord, and 
ſhall be cue off from:heis People,ba: 
cauſe he hath deſpiſed the Word 
of rhe Lord, Numb. v5. 30. what 
is here meant by the Hard of the 
Lord ? | 
Anſwer, Nathing" leſs. thas 
the Light of Chrit vhs rtheer 
Hearts: For ſaith Moſes, It is 
not hidden from thee, neither is | 
it far off, but the Word is very | 
nigh, even in thy Heart, and in 
thy Mouth, that thou ſhouldeft 
hear it,” and ao it, Deut. Jo. 11. 
to 14. to Which the le" S 
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(rr ) 
his Teſtimony, that this Ward 
Cor Light) within,is not Digboli- 
cal, nor Natural, nor Legal, but 
Evanpelical ; and affirms; that 
obedience therevato, is of 

Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. 10. 
from the 5th to the Sth. David 
calls it, a Lamp to his feet, and 
a Light to his paths, and prays 
that the Light and the Traeth, 
may be his Leader and Guide: 
' Solomon ſays, The reproef of ins 
fpruttion is the way of Life:. And 
the Prophet 1/asah teſtih es, thou 
fhalt hear « Word behind thee [qy- 
ms, this is the Way walk in it, 
A 30.21. Jobn the Baptiſt 
preached Chriſt the Light,which 
was the Word which was in the- 
beginning of the World; and 
He was ſent to bear witneſs of this 
Light, ( which is not a falſe 
Light, or .a natural Light) but 
the true Light, which lighteth e- 


very 


(12) 
very Man that cometh into the 
World, Jolin 1. g. and our 
bleſſed Lord fſaid,. John 8.12.1 
am the Light of the World, he 
that followeth me ſhall not walk irs 
Darkneſs, but ſhall hawe the Lig ht 
of Life : While ye therefore have 
the Light, believe in the Light, 
that ye may be the Children of the 
Light, John 12. 36. andhe bids, 
ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, and 
the Righteouſneſs thereof ; which 
Kingdom, he told the Scribes 
and Phariſees, was in them, 
Luke 17.21. whence it Is evi- 
dent,thatevery trueConverrmuſt 
inwardly turn from the Power 
of Satax, and Kingdom of dark- 
neſs within, and inwardly ſcek 
and feel after the marvelous 
L ight of God's Kingdom, to ſeek 
the Lord if” haply they might feel 
after him and ſind him, tho he be 
wot far from everyone of us, Afts 
17. 27. 
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( 13) 
17. 27. and the Apoſtle James 
writing to Sinners, bids them 


lay aſide «af filthine/s- «nd ſuper 
fluity of do and vs 


with meekneſs the ingrafted Word, 
which is able to ſave their Souls ; 
which Peter calls the ſure Word 


'of Prophefie , unto which ( ſays 


he ) 7: dowel to give heed as un- 
to a Light that ſhines in a dark 
place, till the day dawn, and the 
day ftar ariſe in your Hearts,2Pe', 
1. 19, which faid ingrafted 


' Word, and ſure Word of Prophe- 


, cannot be intended, or meant 
by the Hely Ghoſt to be the 
Scriptures, - becauſe they are-not 
able to.Save Mers Souls, or give 
Eternal Life to' ſugh as think to 
have it thence, John 5. 39. but 
itis the Light of Chrift our Lord, 


{ in whom 15 Life E:ernal, and 


the ſame. Life is the Lighe of 
Men, and his Name is called the 
Word 


(14) 
Word 5p Rev. 19. I7. 
\ Bur doft thou deny 
os to'be the Word 9 
G04? ich-is the” only . 
.both ' for Life, aid a{@co judge 
of DoQtrines, and the only Wes. 
pox to refift Seater, and confure 
fs akopes 1 rs; and _ Over- 
came © Tem only by the 
Seripcures, hs pee} Sword 
of & 46k Spirit, and the Word of 
6 
Anſw.. 1. In obedience tothe 
eommand of Chrift, John 5. 3 
I have peruſed and dilige 
ſearched the Scriptures, both in 
the Originals, and ſeveral Tran- 
Mations, it may be as much as. 
any Man, and find that they | 
fufficienrly declare, and teſti- 
fy of, and for our hlefled Sav;- 
Tas tobe _ Word- 
© 


But 


c'r;) 
But through the whale "Vo 
lyuma of this tholy 


the : Bible, . and ' Scripttires:.of 
. ogy ry Springer 


Tx) ohed foe they the 
2. 

riptUres are "the ytoes No- 
—_ » Dyinit; oc the Bord of 
Gpd,. robs; c wart 


rae to: beligve, but chat-ithe 
I Gad, "ge edyas 


and wits 
; and "a 


and rhat *ris Vachewge he Tag * 
conruptible and Et —_ —— 
begining of Days or exdiof Tine, 
anOoak are not the Scriptures. 
( 2.) Nevertheleſs we/pref 
the' \Holy Scripture '( abay! alt 
Books ) as they werePiveniforth- 
by the Holy Spirit of Gadz, and: 
therefore _ 


nr naſtheratttagF 
was «t the Roar af the T 


(16) 
' therefore of Divine Authority, 
and believe them to be a true 
Declaration of God, and of his 
Word, yet we muſt not fix our 
hopes 'of Eternal Life in the 
Scriptures, as the Jews did, and 
would not believe in Chirlt, 
nor cometo bim that they might 
have Life, John 5. 38.-39. 40. 
It is not they therefore who 
have the Scriptures, but' only 
x they who have the' Son of God 
* © _ that have life, 1 John 5. 12. 
 ,+ (4) Wherefore we preferr 
Chriſt Jeſus above the Scrip- 
Ares, for in all things he muſt 
-"mave the preheminence, therefore 
id-John, he is preferr'd before 
ve, for he is before me, and before 
PD was ( ſaith Chriſt) 7 
I: Wherefore know that we 
- S- lc Y age upor- the holy Pro. 
3X Rand Hoftles, their Words, 
A bets, Writings and Experi- 
_ ences, 
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(17) 
ences, but upon Jeſus Chriſt 
Himſelf, being the Chief Cor- 
ner Stone, and the Foundation of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, 1o 
that we have not received our 
Light, - Life, : Peace, Comfort, 
Faith, Hope and Affurance from 
the Writings oFthe Saints, but 
from him that was their Ligbe, 
Life, Hope," Reft and Foundati- 
on, and have our teaching from 
that inward Light, Law, Word, 
and Vnittion, whereby Abel, E- 
woch, Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, Te- 
c0b and Joſeph walked with,and 
leaſed God, long before the 
Coleus or Scriptural Rules 
were written and manifeſted. 
(5.) Neither are the Scrip-» 
tures the o#ly Rule, for they de- 
clare and teſtifie of the Law 
written in the Heart, and the 
Rule of a new Creature, Gal. 6. 
Is. 16. andas for the only Judge 


A 


| (1F) | 
i DoQrines, we know that the 
Scriptures are hard to be under- 
food, and therefore Men in 
their Carnal Wiſdom, are put- 
ting their ſeveral meanings up- 
on one and the ſame Scr;priure, 
wherefore we ſay the Spirit of 
God is the Judge of Doctrines; 
becauſe he alone, who gave 
forth the Scriptures; beſt knows 
the meaning. thereof : For be 
Fpirit ſearcheth a'l things, yea, 
deep things of God, ' 1 Cor. 
2. 10. | 

Anſwer, (6.) Neither yot 
do I believe that the Scriptures 
were the only means which 
Chriſt made uſe of to overcome 
and- repel the Temper in the 
W ilderneſs;' for Satan allegd- 
d and pleaded' Scripture, 'till 
he indeed took the Sword of the 
Spirie, even his Divine Power, 
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and commanded him to be! x 
; gone, 
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(rg) 
| gone," 'and laid, Ger rbee. bebied 
me Satan. 

Objet. 3 . Though i itis grant- 
ed, that Chrif by his Light and 
Spirit is in every true Believer ; 
|| yet. we cannet belicve:him to 
| be ſo-in every Man, .for'Paul 
tells the. Epbeſſani, that -beford 
their Converfiog, they were with» 
| ove God, and without Chriſt im 
Jhe World, Eph. 2. 12. and the 
| ſame Apefle bids others to exa» 
, | mincand prove themſelves, and 
to know that Jeſus Chriſt is im 
you, apr py you be Reprobates, 
| . 5- whereby it appears, 

that Unlaliener, and Reprobatesy 
| are without Chriſt. 

F - Anſw. (1.) As to Unbeliei 
| vers before Converfion, © thep 
| are alienated from the Life and 
Light of Chrift, and under the 
, Powers of the Prince of Dark- 
Þ | nel, nevertheleſs rhe-true Light 
FT ſhiacs 


(20) 
fhines in this Mates but the 
Darkneſs comprehenacth "it not, 
John 1.5. and Ican truly wit- 
neſs tothe Truth hereof, know- 
ingthetime when I was with- 
on Chrif. and without God in 
the Warts, i.e. without the true 
knowledge of them,” living as 
ifthere was no God, yea, with- 
out any.awful regard to the Eye 
of God, yet Ican as. truly: af- 
firm; that archat time.the Lighr 
of: Chriſt was-in me, -teſtifyin 
againſt all mine Tniquities : An 
tho* this may ſctem tobe a Miſte- 
ry, -that a meaſure of his Lage 
ſhould bein a. Man; whea that 
Man is without Chriſt, yet bay- 
gee the truth here- 
; do thefefore teſtify; that it 
& one thing for the Light of 
Chriſt tobein a Man, and ano- 
ther.thing for a Man to be in the 
Liebt of Chriſt ; and therefore- 
0:57 affirm 
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(21) 
affirm that the Light of Chrilt 
is in every Man, but no Man is ]- 
in Chriſt Jeſus, till $e be 4 #ow 
Creature. , 
Anſw. ( 2.) Andasto Repro- 
bates, ſuch as the'Scripture te- 
ſtify, who'have ſinned ont che 
Day of Grace, done deſpight to 
the ſtrivings ofethe Spirit, & 
the old World did, ſuch as are 
tomplaittd of, 'Jer:! 6.29. arid 
ſach "as 'Srephen reproves, #9 
7. 51, even ſuch as God hath 
given up, caft off 'and rejeQted,; 
yet doth not this prove, butthat 
the Light and' Spirje of Chrilt 
ws once in thein, and at work 
intheir Hearts. © 447 QU 
 Anſw.'(73.) Andyet further, 
in the next place the "on 
Chriſt conſtraintth us Thus to 
Judge, becauſe if Chriſt died for 
all, then were all dead; 2 Cor, 
5- 14. and as Chriſt dyed for all 
' Men, 


tai) , 
Men, FN bis grace. is free for all 
n, Forthe Grace of God which 


brings Salvation, hath appeared 
+. 14s. 2; Ih for he is 


rags riſe on: 3 br as 
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as the & > Beſs 
£j1C 
Frowy corp for they, all 
are the work of his Hands. 
a6), Floyd thay $44 
fhiaced in.our dar] 
nant, unclean and unbeli 
Hs 
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(23) 
Hearts, : before Converſion, - is 
the very ſame in which we 
ought to live and abide ſimce our 
Converſion; chat 5 ” is 
many Tops) 


Faith ul Cs len ay 20d ms 
while " walked :in 


h which {i 
: pades try 4 


6k Light, beach 
Spirits, that wg are ErS 
dren of God. 
You Voters. ageaat. 
yinced, ju 
Wl; -us, for of ane 
teouſnels both i 
L; is ffi the | 
fend pouneets, con By | 
U aVC, ta, Light | 
hich before hinea ia Dark» - 
nels, when we were as row 
ide 0 a $9 _ 
16 the praiſe of God: wn 
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| (24 ) 
' & Darkneſs, | whereof we are 
Hor Aſhamed. 
"'E3.) Becauſe our Lord Jeſus 
p cannot lye, bath aid, rhat 
ans' Condemnation © ariſeth 
Fold he contempt of, and 
unto this Licht, 


that Eight i come 5nto the World, 
but Mey love darkneſs rath'r than 
tebt, "Jobs 3. 19.” Now moſt 
unfit is, "that Man's Dam- 
flation is'becafioned from, wiz. 
Bo re of or theo? 
this Light, or 
rather from Man's Rebellion 
and diſobedience ro this Li 
Firt; we may got thin aA 
hardly of God, 
demnation ariſcth fromthe want 
» God wi 
| with Inuſtice, as che evil 
gon Servant, ſaid, 
thee to'be an Anftere 


and 


ighe, this is to charge 


*this'is The C ontlbnuation | 


Man's Con: . 
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tnd. hird Man, reaping where | 
hos haft not Sown, «nd gatherin; '; 
phere thou haſt notifirewed: Ang 4 3.4 
what greater Unmeicifrlneſs can 

2e charged upon. God? Than 
hat he withholds from- any 
Man the benefit of his ſaving 
Light, or withdrawg it before 
Vian's Rebellion againſt it. 

"And Secondly, *Tis, no leſs 
ban Blaſphemy co ſay, that the 
Light of Chriſt is inſufficient, 
nd- not. able to fave all that 
ome to God thereby, for tho? . 
\is appearance at firſt be as the 
Jay of ſmall things, as the leaſt 
ff all Seeds, a little Stone, dil- 
lowed. and deſpiſed of Men, 
who ſtumble and are offended 
it him; © yet choſen of God, and 
xxceeding precious 'tO all that 
Believe, who know. him\ to be 
he Almighty Arm and Power 
f God'to Salvation, the alſuf- 
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(26) 
ficiency whereof, is further de- 
monlſtrated by its Divine Nature 

Powerful effeQs. 

1.) The Nature of this Di. 
vine Light, in which we believe, 
and Know to be that meaſure of 
the immortal, unchangeable, 

 uridefiled and perfe&t Principle 
of Life, Light and Holineſs , 
which never fell, nor conſented 
to any, Evil, but ever oppoſed 
and Rood againſt. the whole 
corrupt.nature, will and affefti- 
ons of falo. Man, (a, Meaſure, 


I ſay hereof, is given to every - 


one to proht withal) x Cor.12.7. 
ſo, that the Light I ſpeak of, is 


* 


>» 


nothing of Man's Nature, but] :.- 


of the Divine Nature, whereof|' 
he hath made us partakers,' by 
revealing his. Sou in ws, eve il; 
ha great Miftery, Chriſt in yod 
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e of Glory, the bleſſed Sec 
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(27) 
the Son bf God,who'7s ent 3685 thi 
Worla, tht whoſoever belizveth. 
inhim ſhould mor 'perifo, Bud hove 
Exernal  Lifes" 

ES) Tens ating f 
when Chrift was vu _—— 
Joby aw and bare ecard," fiys | 
ing', Behold the Liemb Df Gal 
which takegh away the Sins of the 
World; atd' yet the Lord faid} 
A GreaterT, eft imany heave F, this 
that of Fohn; for the Works thas 
I'do' i my' Fathers Name, they 
teftifie of me'; ſo we ſay of his 
Lizht, however ſlig hted andde- 
ted by the Waild © + 1fhis' : 

orks be nor'ſych isnopeel(c: >| 
ſn do, believe him not. a w 
Effet (1. Hereby che Sin-” 
[ner is —m— of, ' and con- 
PEI for all Sins that ever he 
niteth,8F whar'kjind or na- | 
ire ſocver they be Fohs 16.3; 
;10! 11, Come (ſaid the Wo- 
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(28 Y 
may of Samarig'). and. 1 will ſbew 
you 4 Man that hath told me all 
s that ever 1 did: 1s not this 
he Chriſt ? John 4+.294 
RG (a jo 
_ the. 
| ginwing « Wi as is 3. 
ly.planted 1n the Hearc,for while 
a Man.in his os Ge 100s, {up- 
Poles &s God and 
cumlcribed. . at : 
ance,. Routes wit uſher 
in his evil ways; but when. his | 
mind is.turned into. the Light, 
he- is thereby made. to under- 
ftand, and ſee his condition and 
miſcry.; and. to ſee him whom 
he hath pierced, which: forces 
hs. or. the like general Cry, 
Lord, 1 have he af: of thee by the 


= | hearing of the But now mint 

"oP Eye ſees. * iO 

 _ Ei ; $45 wo | 
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(29) 
| Efe3 '( 3.) This cauſcth not 
only repentance chorough Faith 
'| in-Chriſt the Lighe ; but alſo 
| worketh in the Heart, Obedi- 
*( ence of Faith, Rom. 16. 26. 
+ wr S613 Hereby Mag's in- 
utficiency.io ankwer.the, requis 
ridgs.of God, is diſcerned, and 
"| the Alſufficiear.Streogeh! and 
Por en Chr dicoretad: The 
| Wartkgf 4784 
a Frath for he ie Bark ue: 
neethve.'of vine, aud 
hee it:aM0.you; John-16513- 14: 
Effet ( 5.) They who have 
believed. and- do. abide _in- the 
Light, (and. thcy only), are 
hereby - enabled _ mage wil- 
ling, freely todeclare and preach 
their-experiences.t0 others, ' and 
to confound, and put to filence 
,the weakneſs, ignorance and 
folly, of all that, reproach and 
oppoſe this Doftcine as. the il» 
B 3 literate 
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id 6 WI hy 

e young Man did to-the 
hd epiber and: Phariſees: 
Why" this: is « marvelous thing 
Clad he) rher ee! brow "wor | 
whence hes, antl yet he hathopew- 
ed tmy Eyes Sinte the World be- 
Ys wah 2 ap hebridy "0has-awy 


f "Gp 
ſent 56 46 ah, ſaying, wi thou 
be;' or Yook we for another? Tel 


) lend” fell Dime 


xr 


hj what ie have beard: and ſeen : 
if beer, the Lame walk, Lepers 
are cleji po ro at hg 
a He 
HIRE 


F 


£2 |, 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


cn) 
affirmed nbw of him the true 
Light, who is ſpiritually in the 
World, and! the World knows 
him not, nor whence he'is, tho? 
he hath . enlightned, healed, 
cleanſed 'and quickned Thou- 
ſands; and the poor and wound: - 
ed F whom none of the Proud 


. Covetons Pricfts regard ] even 


the Poor { by Virtue 'of (the 
Go elofSabrationtcly preg 
3a 
ed to them. 
Obje&. ( &) oor 
aſt. all. Goſp-1 ulifters, 
is and God?s 'Ordinan- 
ces. (-viz.') The Kava of 
Chriſt iaſtitutiog, 'vis, Warer 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
_ (was pag = 
Mini ers, | t are truly 
are Miniſters of the op +2 
own, but all ny wn 
_ 'B4 —_ 


& are 2- 


( 32 ) 
Lord. is againſt we'.deny, be- 


bold faith the Lord, 1 am againſt 
the Prophets that ſteal my bo 


every one from his Neizbbaur; - 


_ againſt them that wa their 

Ke 4rd ſay be ſaith: Who 
p79 fie falſe bla 4nd do tell 
them, and cauſe my People to Err 
by their lies, and by their light: 
Wh & I punks ſhow wot, nor 


FLord, 


bh 33. JO, 
31. 32- 


.(2;) And we are againſt all 
| ſuch who oppoſe, and ſer them. 
- ſelyes-againſt ; the Lord,: his 
Truth works, ſuch as ;Pe- 
ter declared ag again(t, - 
ſtood up and g ( t' emſelves 
together as 
| f hs. Chrif ff, As 4. 26, 
Fo as blaſpheme, falfiy'accule, 
and ſpeak evil of the Spirit and 


CE 


— 


I hiy tact 


Tord, and'#- 


Light. 


C 33.) 
Light of Chrif, - of which the- 
Lord ſaith, He that ſpeaketh a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not 
be ' forgiven him neither in this 
World, nor inthe World to come, 
becauſe' they ſaid, Ze had an 
Unclean Spirit, 'Mark 3. 30. 
 (3.) We are agaiaſt all ig- 
noragt and blind Guides, who: 
know-aot 'God, believe not: in 
Jefas Chriſty: anFfo whom the 
Goſpel 1s*hid, and” ſuch are all 
they, who believe not in the 
Light, - and denie Immediate 
Revelation, tor ſaich Chriſt, No 
Man knows th: Father, but they to 
whom the Son reveals him: And 
rhe Goſpel which Pa«/preached, 
he fairh,' It is not after Man, 
neither received he it of Mar, nor 
was he teught it by Man, but 
by the Revelation of® Jeſus Chriſt, 
- Gal.s. 1x, 12. but all who abide 
in Darkneſs and hate rhe Light, 
B 5 untae 


(34 ) 

unto 'fuch the Goſpel 'is | hid? 
2:Cor,' 4.3. Wherefore ſaith 
Chriſt, 1 hee the OK at hers 
Lord of Heaven and fiarth, be- 
caſe: thoy haſt hid. theſe things 
from the Wiſe'and Pragent, and 
beſt revealed dub unto Babes, - e: 
ver fa Father, for {0 it ſeemed 
good-in thy. fight : AU things. are 
delivered of. my, Fagheri 
arid no Man*knoweth | tbe Son, 
bit the Fathet,. neither knoweth 
any Man the Father ſave the Son, 
and him to whomſoever, the Sort 
will reveal bam, Mat. 28. 26. 
WM: 1 
(4.) We are againſt all ſuch, 
who { with Simon Mag wo; to. 
maintain their Carnal Prieſt- 
craft , for filthy Lucres ſake } 
would Merchandize with, and 
ſer: at ſale the free gift of God, 
and the Miſteries of his King-: 
dom, 'whom Perer. ſharply Te- 


proves, 


('s5 ) as 
proves, ſaying, Thy Mony 
with hed Pn: hoathaſt 1h, T4 
wn?) of God may be purchaſes 
with , Tho bf oilrber pare. 
woy- let. is his mazter,” for th 
Heart is not right in the 
Goa, repent therefore of this 
Widckedzeſs, and pray God if per- 
haps the thought of "thy Heart 
way be' forgiven thee,” for I per- 
cette thos art in the galof bitter- 
meſs, and in the bond of Ini 
ow if-it be ſaid, this "els 
not the Miniſters you oppoſe? 
Tanfwer, They either have tic 
fame thought, and ſo are in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs, or they have 
not; if they have not ſuch a 
thought, A the Gift of God 
may be purchaſed with Mony, \ 
then are they the vileſt Wrezch- 
es, and greateſt ſelf condemned 
Cbeats in the World; to 
that at ſale tor Mony, which 
| they 


b 
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(36 ) 
| heh the the Gift of Hakons 


C-= rorN athounha) then 
excluded with $imos 
| om having any part-or 


e Miniſtry, Ads v. 


| id. Barthly Rewards, 
have ach, 1. the ' right way, 
F :and-gong. aſtray, and changed 
= . the Goſpel Minifoy, Order and 
4  Warſpip, :\both as to; Matter, 
3 Manger and Maintenatice, from- 
that which was pradtiſed by the 
> Apoſttes, walking direQtly con- 
_ - trary unto, and Wholly pervert- - 
2 ? - 10g the gpof les Doct rine,, who 
* ſanh, Feed the Flock of God, ta- 


=" Hag the overſe iz ht thereof, nor & 


conſtr, aint 
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| C37) 
conſtraint. but willin 


Gy acres ſk, Ta fer 
fully Laces 


ul of '« ready 

of wonuk, king 6a 

empleizo che. ugh oh 
-464Y: We are agaiaſt all ſuck 


| Teache: :S,.who with:choſe evil 


Spies, .prejucice. the. People: a» 
gilt Fas good Land. of 'Pro- 
F us 1p ks enter into the 
of God theme ſelves, nor 
fs others: that would: to enter 
therein; Numb. 13. 3t. 5. 
hroug hit: up. aw evil refort 0 
Lend; ſaying, 4t is s Land Sr 
eateth jp the Inhabitants thereof, 
and all the People that we [aw inid; 
are: Men of a great ſtature, and 
there we ſawthe Gyants, the Sons 
of Anat, which: come of the G 
T2 


ants, £0 whom we in our gry 


were a Gri 


pars, awd 
were in their fight, hes. ihe 


gud Hl 
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Congregation murmured. Crying, Ty ww. 


*. > 
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b- T (33) " : 
 -Deut;'2. 28, whether ſeal we go?” 
IS a fg have diſcouraged 
vs oy gel em Se heir Cities 
+" jy ain 
| the ''% y: and fronger 
; than |we, ever Giantity the Ana- 
' kinss, and we have heard ſay, who 
x £43. | 200 ag 4inft the — 4- 
by "Bev ſo this preſent ent- ganera- 
H SO Prieſts and Teachers, dif- 
fwadeanddiſcouragethe Hearts 
of their People. 1. By their 
envying and bitter © infeQives 
agaialt the good Land of Pro- 
mile, the  Spiritual' Canaan, 
i Chriff's Kingdom of Light and 
*s Righteouſnes: 2d. By magni- 
$ fying the Power and: Domini- 
* op of Sin, and Kingdom of 
Darkneſs and: Tuggeſting an 


_ queſt. - 
] l Gt 0 : and 
Ws deter the Hearts: of the People, 


- 1 . 
6, | 


(39) 


by belying'and:tr the 
holy and bleſſed A zof 
Chngf's Spiral Kmgom & 


yen:asthoſe\ {pies gave @ falſe 
repart-» of) L Cancun, " 
contrary to: che "Charger and _ 
Deſcription, .the-Lord by: his 
Servants. have:.given theteof, 
as appears in Dent. $. 7. Moſes 
faithy-\ff 3s 4ge0d Land, 4 Lend 
of Brooks of Water, - of Fountajny, 
and depths that ſpring out of Vak 
ligs 484 Hills. \ \, 
Verle\8:: 4 Land of Wheet, 
and Barly; arid Vines, and Figs 
Inees, and\Pomegranates, 4 Land 
of Ol Qlive nnd Hony, + *( 
Verſe 9. 4 Land whereintbie 
ſhalt eat FA ead without ſearceveſy, , 
thou ſbalt not-leck any thing in. 
# Land whoſe Stones are Iran, 
out of whoſe Fills thou ao Wlg, 
Braſs, 


(4) 
Deut. 11. 9. A Land that 
floweth with Milk and FÞny. 
1 Verſe 7 It is not as the Land 
f 'Fgypt, from whence ye came 
; th - lyhoen ſoneaſt K'> Seed, 
and didſtcarry Water to it, ar to 
4 Garden of Herbs. ; 


" Verſe 11. But it is 4 Land of 


Hills ana V alleys, and drinketh 
Water of the Rain of Heaven, 
(no need here of Man's'Pump- 
ing, Vtaining or -Forceing. ) 
Verſe 12. 4 Land which the 
L ord thy God careth for ; "the 
Fyes of the Lord thy God are at- 


the Tear, even to the enil of i 
/ {2 
And obſerve what a good ac- 

nt Caleb and Joſhua gave of 
4he Land, -in the preſence of 
theſe Men who had brought up 
"the aforeſaid evil report, to the 
jeopardy of their Lives, 

<f | Numb. 


>... 


- 
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ways upon it, . from the beg ining of 


| 


(41) » 
Numb. 14. 7. It is ( lay they) 
an exceeding good Land, a' Land 
that floweth with Milk and Hoy, 
(and as for thoſe Gyants and” 
mighty Men of Rtature,ſay theyÞ.@ 
fear not the People of the 

they are. bread for ys, ( and upon 
hearing of this) al the Congre- 
gation bad Stone them with 
Stones, 

Whereby it is very obſerva- 
ble, bow 'readdl>abereammc 
People clote with, and embrace 
the evil ſuggeſtions of the Ene» 
my, and allo how hard a thing 
- | it13,- 10 undeceive ſuch as are 
| | prejudiced againſt the Truth ; 
tho* grounded only upon bare 
report, . and falſe accuſations; 
and thus the Hearts of P 
areÞerverted. | 
( 2.) And yet theſe Evil Men, 
do not. on'y.. diſcourage the 
Hearts of the People, by de- 


ſpiſing 


Ss og ſuch difficulties x4 poſſibly 


( 42 ) 
ſpiſing and Reproaching the 
ns Land, but they alſo deter, 
;,and hinder them ; by (uggeſt- 


*WEannot be overcome, ſuch Ene- 
mies as never on this ſide the 
Grave can be conquered. 

Altho* the Lord had gracioul- 
ly promiſed a total ſubduing of 
all 1/raePs Enemies. 

. Det. 11. 22. Saying, If ye | 
ſball diligently keep all theſe com- 
mandnments, which I commund 
you to do them, to love the Lord 
your God, to walk in all his ways, 
and to hve to bim, then will the 
Lord drive out all theſe Nations 
ay before you, and ye (ball po: 

els ſs greater Nations aud mightier 

an your ſelves, and t'ere - 

Max be able to ſtand befor®y | 
All this and ſ more ers the | 

z Lord promiſe to 1/r4e/ of Old 

concerning a perfect Gay : 

an: 


(43) 


and victory over all their = 
mies. -w 
And in a more eſpecial man 

ner, Hath he promiſed an able | 
lute Conqueſt and Deliverance 
from the Kingdom and Powers 
of Darkneſs, to all ares 

- | Travelling to the Spirirf Ca- 

f | 244», even untoall that-receive 

| Jeſus Chriſt, that love him, 

e| believe in him, ahgobcy his- 

- | Voice. 

4] John 1.-7. g. They who walk 

al in the Light, as he is in the 

s,| Light, have fellowſhip one with 

hef another ; and the Blood of Jeſus 

ws cleanſeth from all Sin, and if we * 

ſj confeſs, and forſake our Sins, 

er God is faithful and juſt to for- 

gov us our Sins, and to clean 

Fi. Unrighteouſ1 weſs. 

12. 46. I am come (laith 

Chriſt ) « Licks into the World, 

that whoſoever believeth in me; 

ſhould 


( 44) 
ſbould not abide in Darkneſs. 
And indeed for this very end, 
is our Lord Jeſus promiſed, ſent 

ad manifelted to put an end to 
Sin, to finifh Trantgreiſion, and 
bring/in everlaſting Righteoul- 
neſs,--to deſtroy the works of 
the Devil; to biad the- ſtrong 
- Man (though gever 10 well ar- 
med ) tocatt him govt and ſpoil 
his Googs;. not in F.1rty, but to 
ſlave even to theurttermoſ, all 
that. come to the Father /by 
him. 

But theſe Men do not only 
refuſe and deſpiſe the Land of 
Promiſe, and the only way to; 
Life and Salvation, but hinder 
and ſhut up the Kingdom, that 

hers who would enter in can- 
t; yea they deny the Wly 
means of eternal Salvation, by 
g their confidently affirming that, 
Revelation - is ceaſed, whereas {| 
our 


. 


( 45) 
our Lord Jeſus hath declared, 
and all the Faithful Servants of 
God in all Apes bear witneſs, 
That none know the Father, but 
he to whom the Son reveals him. 
(7.) And we are agaiolſt all 
thoſe who are, and have with 
Judas | through envy and ava- 
rice ] been the betrayers of the 
Interelt,and cauſe of Chriſt,and 
People of God, into the Merci- 
leſs Hands of cruel Perſecutors, 
who will not yet fee, Burſ faith 
the Lord ] they ſbell ſee and be - 
aſhamed for their envy againſt my 
People 1 Of theſe, therefore I 
ſhall only ſay with J«c0b, Sime- 
on and Levi are brethren, Inſtru- 
ments of crueity are in. their Ha. 
bitations; O my Soll come not 
thow into their Secret, unto they 
aſſembly, mine honour, be not thog 
united, for in their, Anger they 
ſbed much Bload, and in their 


far 
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0 46') 
felf-will they digged down a Wall, 
Gen. 49. 

* But the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
whom he has ſent as his Am- 
bafladors we own, and none 
elſe ; if you ſay who are they ? 
I'anfwer, they: who have re- 
ceived their Commiſſion and: 
Embaſſie from Chriſt, for faich 
he'to; his Father, ' 4s 7hos ſent 
me, [o have I ſert themintothe 
World, and to his Diſciples he 
aid, 4s the Father ſent me into 
the” World, even ſo fend I you 
intothe World, Joha 17. 

1, Chriſt was the Son of 
God, and a Voice from Hewven 
teſtified, ſaying, This is my be- 
loved Son imwhom I am well ple aſ- 
ed, hear him, 2ly. he was im» + 
ealurably anointed with the 
Spirit, 3d. by . Vertue of his 
Sonſhip and UnEion, he endu- 
* red and conquertd all the Al- 


his 


A. 
Ne. 


(47) 


faults and Temptations of Sz- | 


'8#4n, and 4ly. he went out and 
preached the Goſpel, and 54. 
that DoQrine which he had 
| preached and witneſſed to in, his 
Life, he confirmed and ſealed 


by his Death in his Blood. So - 


are all true Miniſters -in their 
meaſure, Children of God, his 
anointed ones fitted | throygh 
Sufferings, to.-preach the Doc: 
trine of theGol lin the Life & 
Power of the Eternal Word, and 
thereby made ready to Sed{there: 
$0 with their Blood if required. 
Anſw. ( 2.) As concerning 
Churches, we believe that the 
Lord had a Church and peculi- 
er People, whom he hath pre- 
ſerved through all. Ages from 
the beginning to this preſent 
time, in and with whom he 
will alſo abide for ever, and this 


Church we:own, which is.in 


* 
- 
. 4 &2* - 
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@OUs8) 
"DG of Saints 


goof ugh 
with Jeſus Chritt; 
which differs from the Churches 
of __ of, In their conſtity- 
tion,” not gathered by ' Force, | 
Fear, 7 ages Will of Man, Þ / 
but: drawn of the Farther, 'a- f| 7 
-q through the new Birth, F 7 
nd ſo become a Spiritual Socie- || 2 
z hicft yoited to Chriſt by the | ©: 
rit 'of Faith, arid then knit || *© 
opether by . Bond of Love || **! 
.and Peace, 24. in their Diſci- he 
pline,not b a Iemporal Sword, 
nor by yr. 5a Ocers, that 
.* aQin the Rrengrh of natural or 
acquired parts, but built, beau- 
tified and governed by- Chriſt 
himſelf, 1/4. 54+ 12. Zgch. 6, 
22. and by Ioftruments helped, 


ah 4 rit of + w; 


(-49 ) 


in the Church of Chriſt all are 
taught-of God, 1/aiah 54. 13. 
Tit. 2. 11; 1 Jobs 2. 279. 4h. 
the Churches of Men are of- 
ten broken to- pieces, ſcatered 
and confounded, But the Gates 
( which is the Power ) of Hel 
ſhall wever prevail againſt the 
true Church, Mas. 16. 18. 5$ly. 
in the Churches of Men are 
more. Wicked than Righteous ; 
nay, all of them being-unrigh- 
teous and unclean, are more or 
leſs the Synagogues of Satan, the 
Habitation of Anti-chriſt ;, and. 
have been, yet are, and while in 
their. carnal Sinful State, will be 
eerſecutors of the true Church, 
a. 4. 29.. but in the true 
hurch they are all Righteous, 
siah 60. from the 1f. to the 
oth. and hereof it may be tru- 
y aid, Whos like thee, O People 
$-ved by the Lord, the Shield, of 

Gran; thy 
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( 50) | 
thy help, and the Sword of thine 
Excellency ? Thine Enemies ſball 
-be found Liars unto thee, and 
thow ſhalt tread upon their high- 
places, yea, this poor, deſpiſed, 
perſecuted Flock, «re the Tem- | 
ples of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Cor.6.ſ | 
16. © 
. And the Body of Chriſt, Epb. | ; 
4. 4 in which Body, 1/. there F; 
15 but one Head, 24. there is notY S: 
one dead 'Member, 1 «Pez. 2. 4. þ;; 
5. 343. thereis no Law of forcef} an 
but every Member aQteth byl Cy 
the Law of Love, aty. | bis, 
Members united into this:Bodyf zhe,. 
ſympathize one with anothafſ;, ; 
| both in Comfort and AfiQtioff 4,; 
pleaſe therefore to ſee, 1 CiYſgr... 
©» 12. 25. This One Body is unite, 
| by one Spirit, into one Hope, hp, 
one Lord, and bath but ove Fa,” 
and one Baptiſm, Eph. a. 
which oze Baptiſm, leads m6 " 
Anſ *” 


6 52 ) 


R T3 


Anſwer thethird, Branch. of the 


A 


Anſw. (3.) A5-cofeerdin 
Ordigances in General, 3TH 
Scripture calls nothing Sin, gr 


any thing Praftical, - but that - 


which is prohibited, or exprefly 
commanded by . the great Le- 
ilator ; neither ſhall any be 
Aived, or are to be judged in 
Spiritual matters, by any Law, 


but by the Law of God, or 'by 
any Lawgiver, but . by Jeſus 
Chriſt, He thas. ſpeaketh evil of 
bis Brother, «nd gpadgeth his Bro: 
ber, - {peaketh evil of the Law, 

1 juageth the Law, thou art not 
# doer of the Lew, but 4 judge, 
ames 4. 12. There 6s one Law. 
ver, who is able to ſave audio 
Weroy, and Ila. 33. 22. The 
Word is our Tudze, the Lord is 
gr Lewgiver, the Lord is our 


Ive, he will [ave us, Col. 2. 
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VO ONO 

i6. "lr 'ns' Mas thirfive jo ge 
WE. or, ari#k, &c, whic 
| adow of things to 
* Body is of Chrift, | 

+ if be dead: wich 
] the Rudimeats of 
e .W y, as tho" liv- 
ing i Ji the World, are ye ſub- 
to Ordinances? Touch #ot, 
Taffe mit, Hepdle not, which al 


- <—__ 7 
* 2 EF » 


. Men; Takh war Tafe bar Has * 

gk which } ings indeed have © 
a 0 ” ; 
&c. all (4 | periſh 


ny, - 

in the ufingl, 
2h. the Scriptures reject all Ro - 
ligious performances, that : "bs 
done without warrant frc be 
Heaven, js. 1, 12. When } Jo! 
come to appear before me, who hi 
requird this at your hands to it 
1 my Courts? Bring no more u Uk 
% . Ob: aprons, Incefe is 418 Abo 


 *7 5 
nation tome, &c, and Micah 6. 


6, 7, 8,, 343. the Scriptures. de» 
dlare tharall ovewan rdinan- 


, ces, are- Temporary ;. only till 


the time of Reformation, 
to be abolifhed by Chriſt, 'Fleb. . 
9.1.40 14, Col. 2. 6, to. the 
end, Eph, 2. $3 44. the Scrip- 


res ſhew us, that the outward 
olifhed Ordicatices, 9” the. 


| eadichws of Men, hinder and 
1 prevent. Obedience to Chriſt, 
and Submiſſion to the will and” 


| commands of God ; This # the 


j »Z of God even your Sandtif- 


, 


'Y 
; 


(cation, 1 Theſ: 4. 3. this is the 


rk of God, ( or the' work he. 


if requires, faith Chriſt ) chat 5e 
L believe on him, whom he hath Ge 
Tohn 6. a8, And this is the com- 


mendment (faich John ) that we 
bould believe in the Name of his 


p Te 
vop Teſws Chtift, and love one 


» — C 3 m4na < 


if, as be hath given ws com- 


.- WG 
Sand: But" alas!” how is the 
work of God laid aſide, his will 
and comtnands negle&ted; and 
the beggerly. R adiurrand Ele- 
ments. of this World pleaded 
for, and maintained; and 


= by ſuch, who reje(t the 


cotattſadd of God and Chriſt, 
that for fectldt ends, keep andy 
obſerve. their Prerended Ordi-F 
niaces,. atid wake the Word of 
9 none 5» by. their 
aditions, Mar 7: fo” 7. 
Mat. 23. 23. Ihe as oo 04 
not be bolluted or defiled; b 

that which is withour hiai, no 
more doth any thing, be” it ' 
what it can, Bread, of Wine, or 
Water, from without cleanſe. 
or cotfifort the inward Man, | 

axe to Mark 7. 14. to 23 
, Wat Setin matters of Faith | 
by MOYhh, are We ts Teen 
r 


bm. 


- there be 
vers ſort 


(55) 
our Meaſures or Rules- from 
Councils or Synods, or'the beſt 


, of Men, further than the ex- 


preſs command of the Lord for 
their warrant, Moſes had no 
Authority toinſtitute any Laws 
or Ordinances, but to teach the 
People Obedience to thoſe God 
had preſcribed, Exodas 24. 12. 


iy. 


| and Chriſt's Commiſſion to the 


Apoſties was, go Trach them to 
obſerte whatſoever I have come 
manded you, and Lo | am with 
you to the end of the Word, *Mat. 
28. 20. _ 

And now more particularly, 
concerning the two Sarraments 
( io called) andirſt, touching 
Baptiſm, or rather Beptifmes, for 
y, we read'of di- 
Wiſbings or Bapti- 
.zings, as the Baptizing of Pots 
and Cups ( for ſo it w'M the 
Greek) Mark 7. 8. and'we read 
C4 of 


(56) 
of the Doftrine of Beptiſms, Heb. 
6. 2. and now concerning John's 
Boptiſes, which in its time was 
not only New, but mighty Fa- 
mous ; inſomuch that the Peo- 
ple muſed, and were all in ex- 
peQation, whether John were 
not the Chriſt, but he confeſſed 
that he was but a fore-runner, 
and that his Baptiſm was weak 
. and imperfeQt, and temporary, 
an clementary Figure and Sha- 
dow of Chriff*s Powerful Spiri- 
rual and Saving Bapti/m; from 
hence its evident, that the Bap- 
tiſm of John, and-the Baptiſm 
of Chriſt, are, and-ever. was, 
two diſtint Rapti/ms; and as 
'the Heavens are bigh above the 
Earth, fo vaſt a dere is-be- 
twixt them. 
 (1.). They are two in Name, 
_Apoligs an Elogens Man, and 
mighty in the Scriptures, knew 
only 


(57) 
only the Baptiſm of John, ro 
whom Aquilla and Priſcilla ex- 
pounded the way more perfettlh, 
Ads 18. 25. | 

(2.) They differ 1n time; He 
that comes after me ſhall 4 
you with the Holy Ghoſt, Mat. 
3- It, and faid Chriſt, Jobs 
Baptized with Water, KL ye ſball 
be Baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
u0t man) days bence. - | 

( 3.) They are. ##0 in Na- 
ture,; the one a greated, viſible 
Element, the other an holy, in- 
viſible quickening Spirit. 

( 4-) They differ in their Ef- 
fects ; John's reacheth only to 
the outſide, the Spirit's Bapti/m 
cleanſeth the Soul and Conſci- 
ence. | | 

( 5.) John's Baptiſm was but 
aSign, a Shadow, and a Legal 
Ceremony:; _—_ Bajtiſm of 
the Spirit, is the Subſtance and 
"G9 the 


| (53 ) 
the Truth, of that which Wa- 

ref typified. W's 
(6.) Job»s Water Baptiſm 
was Temperary, of ſhort dura- 
tion and continuance, as all Le- 
gal Signs afid Ceremonies had 
an'end, fo this being nearer the 
Truth and Subſtance, | and to- 
the day*of Chriſt than they, 
was of leſs continvance, and 
being a ſhadow, muſt fly a- 
way by the glorious _ and 
brightneſs of his Son: And ſo 
John's Baptiſm was of uſe a lit- 
tle before Chrif*s manifeſtati- 
on in the Fleſh, and was to 
continue till his Aſcenſcon ; and 
then' 'when Chriſt's Baptiſm 
began, the ſhadow muſt by de- 
grees decreaſe and vaniſh, and 
give way to the Subſtance, the | 
Sign aboliſhed, and the Truth 
exalted, the Le#er reſigns to 
the Spirir, the Servant "_ the 
on: 


( 59) 
Son : So that Chriſt's Fire Bap- 
7i/m put an end to John's Water 
Baptiſm, for as all the Prophets 
were until John, ſo Jobs was 
until Chrif#; and Joby muſt no 
more excced his bounds, than 
the Prophets theirs; for as the 
Prophets continued and gave 
way to John, ſo John reſigned 
up to Chriſt. dw” - empo- 
rary Ry had a T rary 


Beptiſm , but the Byer ie 


Goſpel of _ 
Everlaſting Baptiſm, 1 muſt de-__ 
creaſe, but Je on increaſe, ſaith” 
John, therefore we leave John 
and his Baptiſm where we found 
them, (is. ) Without -the 
bounds and limits of Chriſt's 
Kingdom” as to his diſpenſa- 


Jeſus, had an 


tion } Mat. 11,21. Perily I fay - 


unto you, among "them that are 
born of Women, there hath wot 


riſen agreater Prophet than John 


Baptiſt, - 


y 


| ( 60)- 
Baptiſt, nevertheleſs, he that is 
leaſt in the 4, og of Fleavey, 
is greater than he; and if ye will 

- receive it, this is the Elias which 


_ f0 60me. 
t now to bring Sizzs and 


: Ceremonies into Chriſt's King- 
3s dom ( the true Church) is att- 
ing direaly againſt Chr;/t, and 
him crucified ; and ſurely none 
" are ſo weak as torrely, upon Wa- 
jer Baptiſm, as ſufficient (which 
I fear many Thouſands do ) 
... without the SaQtification of the 
© Spirit, or to think that Chri/t's 
; 53a Baptiſm is not com- 
pleat WithedJohn's; theſe do 
worſe than to build Tabernacles $ 
for Meſes, and John the Baptiſt, _ 
- equal to one for Chrift; and ſo || 
"debaſe the greateſt Glory of the | 
New Teftament, the Baptiſm of 
- the Spirit. IM 


qe 


0bjeft. | 


| ( 61 ) | 
\. Objeat. ( 1.) Buthave all our 
Chriſtian fore-Pathers been in - | 
the dark about this Fhing, that 
Water aptiſm which gives us 

our Chriſtendome, hath no 

- -room now in the Church, and 
Kingdom of Chriſt ? 

Anſw. (1.) The Judgments 
of the Lord are unſearchable, and 
his ways paſt finding out, ( 2.) 
that Chriſtianity which pro- 
ceeds from Water Baptiſm, is 
but low and mean, it is but 
Skin deep : However, it is only 
the Baptiſm of Chriſt's Spirit 
which maketh a true Chriſti- 

1 an. Alfo our Lord ſaid to Pe- | 
Y ter, Unleſs Iwmaſh thee, thou haſt . 
i n0part in me, John 13.8. even, 

{fo it is with us, nnlefs we be 
lanQtified. and cleanſed by the 

4} Ppirit of Fe/#s, we ſhall perifh 

Four Uacleanneſs. * 


— - 


Objedt. 


© 1? 
 Ohje#?. (2.) But Chriſt who 
is Lord of the Kingdom, and 
Head of the true Church, ſub- ., 
- Mitted to this Ordinance, and 
was baptized with Vater. o 
I Anſwer, very true; and 
Jeſus was alſo circumciſed, and 
honoured Fohn's Baptiſm, ( 1.) 
| becauſe he was born under the 
» Law, ( 2.) tofulfiill and finiſh 
all legal Righteouſneſs; and ſo 
he that knew no Sin, was'made | 
Sin for us, That we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
him, wherefore beware leeft any |, 
ſpoil you through Philoſophy and 
vain Deceit, after the Traditi- 
. +» - ous of Men, after the Ruaimenti 
"; of this World, and nt afar” 
Chriſt, for he is the Subſtance, ] 
and in him dwelt the fulneſs « 
 #he Godhead bodily, And pe ar 
' "Compleat in Pim, 4 whonſſ®; 
alſo ye are. circumciſed with thi 
. | Circumy » - 


: E.. þ 
% 
RY 
4 * 


T 


,"...:- Rt =” 
Circumciſion made without hands, 
in putting off the body of the Sins 
of the Fleſh, by the Circomti 


The, Dany Vutled wy rg 


Rifen ih d vim. — th [ | 
Faith of the &,.,.04 of G 
blotting out the hand writs of %. 
Ordinances, which was againſt us, 
| 4nd contrary to ws, and took it out 
of: the way, nailing it to the Croſs, 
and havin f/ rom Principalitics 
and Powers, he made a ſhew of 
them oy » Triumphing over 
| chem in it, Col. 2.8. to 15. 
) Objee. ( 3.) But does not the 
-{ Lotd ſjuftific Water Baptiſm, ig 
"9", faying, Except 4 Man be bory' of 
ny Water, John 3. 5. and-cotns = + 
mands it,. Go teach Nations ; 
11 Baptizing them, &c. 
/ ' Anſw. Not > all, fot-rhe 
Lord does not ſay, Except 4 
Man be beptized Y Warr, bur 
sf 
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( 64 ) 


born of Water, whence it plain- 


ly. appears, ſuch Water is here 
intended , "as can give 2 new 


he,. if thou hadff kuown the Gift 
of God, thou wpuldft have asked 
of him, and he would bave given 
thee Living '7ater. And o all 
that are regenerated, know this 
Well of Living Water, - and 


_ witneſs it to be in them, ſpring- 


10g up to Everlaſting Life, Job» 

14..a0d I have long obſerved 
when. Baptiſm in Scriprure is 
mentioned, preſently it . is by 
ſome aſſigned, and confined to 
ater. Baptiſm ; whereas no- 
ing leſs can be intended, as 


\ "Mat. 28. 19. there is Chriſt's 


Commuſſion. to his 4pof/es, Go 


+  achall Nations boprizing them; 
how, or wherewith? *Tis ſoon 
an{wered with Material Water 3. 


SNLWEE 
but 'we Tay Matcrial Wer is 


not. 


CY 


Birch, or a new Life ; And ſaith. 


(65) | 
not mentioned, and no more. - 
intended in this Bapriſms, than 
the material Element of Fire 1s 
meant in theſe Words, He fbat . 
baptize you with the holy 
«nd with Fire, Mat. 3. 11. and 
therefore in full anſwer to this 

laſt ObjetHion, I ſay, that our 
Lord: Jeſus never praQtiſed, in» 
ſtituted, or commanded the s/e 
of W ater Baptiſm in his Church, 
Tohm, 4. 3- Jeſits our Lord com- 
marded to Baptize, ( Mat. 28. 
Ig.) tus 79 $r.ve. into the Name , 

_ of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. Here 
is the Commiſſion ar large, and 
not a word of Water mentioned, 
neither doth . it appear, that - 
theſs words, In the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, was at any 
time expreſſed by the Apoſtles, 
when they, or any of them con- 

deſcended 


'  6) 
deſcended to the uſe of Water, 
for they underſtand the tmport 
of their Embaſhe conſiſted not 


is: the uſe of thoſe words, but 


that by che effeQual miniſtrati- 
on'of the Word of Faith, they 
might implant ſuch as believe, 
into the Name, i. e. the Power, 
Vertue and Life of God the Fa- 
ther, Son and Spirit: Beſides 
Paul whoſe Commiſſion was as 
 fullas the other Apoſtles, ſpeak- 
ing of Water Bapti/m,laith thus, 
Chriſt ſent me not to Baptize, but 
#0 Preach the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 1. 
I7.. 
Nha. ( 4. ) But the Apoſites 
practiſed W ater Baptiſm, not 
only before Chriſt's Spiritual 
= jm came in, but afterwards 
allo, p36 1 

 Anſw. It is granted, and they 
uſed Circumciſion alſo, but nei- 
ther of theſe praQtices were in 
k obedience 


= => |. OY PRs AE» 


(67) ; 
obedience to any command of 
Chriſt, bur from the Example” 
of Moſes and John Baprift ; and”. 
in none for certain it 
is, all, and every outward Sigr 

or Ceremony, "havkig' art F" 
Divine Inſtitution are not eaſily 
laid down, | by reafon of that 
Henourable Account they have 
obtained in the- Church ; as the 
brazen Serpent, the uſe where- 
of was only in the Wilderneſs; 
but being appointed of God, 
and very Serviccable in that 


time, yet it remained ntany ., 
Generations, though of no uſe, 
_ far-an [4o/, rill the Reign 


ebih, who broke in 
which 


piects the brazen Serpert 


"Mefes had made, for »nto thoſe 


deys the Children of Iſrael did 
burn Incenſe unto it ; In like 
manner, Circumciſion being en- 

, an Ordinance 'of , of 
_ great 


(68) 
great» eſteem and ſervice | as 
ones the Jews, was continu- 
ed long after it was aboliſhed by 
Chriſt ; but the Ypofie affirms 
of it to be nothing ( even as it's 


ſaid in another Pres 4x Idol is 
nothing in the World ) 10 ſays 


Paul, Circumciſion is. nothing, 
and UOncircumcifion is nothing ; 
wor # he a Jew that « one ont- 
wardly, neither @ that Circumci- 


' fon mbich is outward in the Fleſh, 


but he i « Jew which is. one in- 
wardly, and Circumciſion i that 
of the Heayt in the Spirit, and 
#0t in the Letter, Is Praiſe is 
of God and not of Man, Rom. 
2, 28, wherefore we” affirm, 
that he isnot a Chriſtian, who 
is one outwardly only, ncither is 
that (the) Sattiſm, which is 
with Water; but he is a Chriſti- 
- an Who is one #xwardly, and che 
one Baptiſm is that of the Heart, 
in 


(09/7) 
in the Spirit, for faith the A»- 
poſtle, 1'Per. 3. 21., The Bap- 
r1ſm which doth ſave us, is not ow * 
outward waſbiny, or putting awe 
the filth 0 he Has! ris Sr 4 
fwer of 4 good Conſcience towards 
Gol, through the Reſurreftidn of 
the Lord Telus Chrif. "0 
And thus . much for Water 
Baptiſm, which the Scriptures 
call Jobs's Baptiſm, and belong- 
ed to that middle Miniſtry,” be- 
tween the Prophers and Chrift; 
but the Baptiſm of the Spire, 
which is Chri/f”s, we own and - 
know, and with evident de- 
monttratiqns of Truth,” declare - 
and teſtify the one and only 
Baptiſm of the zew Teft amene, 
and by one Spirit, wt are all bap- 
tized into one Body, (faith the 
Apoſtle ) -whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, Bond or Free, and heve 
beex all mage to drink into one Spit. 
rit, £ Cop. 12. 13. 


neg _ (70) 
© ,-- And-+ this Bap:i/m was but 
oneinall Ages and Generations, 
.even the very ſame ; before 
=  OEUgE in the Flel, as 
e; Believing Jews and Gen- 
tiles, both of the old and new Te- 
ffament were made partakers of 
it; though the one more fully 
than the other ; ſo that altho' 
many, both before and ſince, 
might not have the Bapti/m of 
Water , yet not one Member 
of the true Church hath ever 
wanted the Baptiſm of the Spi- 
reb. , 

But the more apparent m14ns- 
. {efation of this Spiritual Bay- 
ik ; way after that "al 

n's Baptiſm, as appears 

the promiſe of C brib, FH: the 
believeth on me, out of his Belly 
ſball flow Rivers of Living Wa- 
gerg this ſpake he of the Spirit, 
whichthey who believe on him 
| ſhould 


(71) —_ 
ſhould receive, for the HolyGhoſt 
was not yet given, becauſe that 
Jeſus was not yet glorified, John 
7- 38. 39: wherefore the Difſ- 
ciples waited at Jeruſalem (as » 
the Lord had commanded ) a#- 
fill the promiſe was fulfiled, 
AQs 1. 

Now the ground of our true 
Comfort lies in that we are 
baptized ( not 'with the (ame 
Water, wherewith Chrift was, 
but) with, and into the ſame 
Spirit, for 4s many 45 are bapti> 
zed into Chriſt, have put on 
Chriſt, Gal, 3. 27. this therefore 
 isthe one and only Baptiſm ; For, 

( 4.) This Baptiſm makes us 

rtakers of the Divine Nature, 
obs 7- 3- the Spirit's Baptiſm 
gives a new Birth, and there-. 
with a new Nature, and {o the 
true Foundation of Chriftianity 
comes not#from Water Baptiſm 


but 


".(72) 

Faris that of Faich, and « mew 
. Creature 

+ (2-) This Beptiſm giveth a 

._ new Name, 1 will write «pon 

. « Sim the new name of my God, and 

__ She name of Fereſtem, which 


which iu new Jeruſalem, which 
comes down out of Heaven from my 
. God, and 1 nill write upon him 
my new Name, as the Lord faid 
40 Jacob, thy name ſhall no more 
be called Jacob, but Iſrael, for as 


 heep his Sabbaths, and that chooſe 


4 
- 


4 Prince haſt thou Power with || 
God, andhaſt prevailed, and thus || 
 {aith the Lord, to all that jojn 

themſelves to the Lord , hat ry 


&y 


- the things. that pleaſe me, and i 
zake bold of & —_ even of 
unto them will I give in my Houſe, B,, 
- . nd within my Walls, « place and ni} 
_ « name, beiter than of Sons, are 
of Daughters, Iwill give them af] ar; 
. -evirlefting Name, ghichſball nd bao; 
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(73) 

berut off, Iſa. 66. 4. 5: aud to 
him that overcomes, will [giveto 
eat ' of . the Viddew Manna, «nd 
will give him « White Stone, and 
in 5 Stone 4 new Name written, 


which" no Man knoveth, ſaving ; 


him that receiveth it. 
(3.) This is the Bapti/mo 
+ makes all that partake 


thereof, Members 'of the true- . 


Church of C hrift. For by one Spi- 
 rit, we are all baptiſed. into one 
Body; when the Sons of Zebes 
. dee deſired to fit with. Chriſt in 
his Kingdom, #*e one on his 


rig ht Hand, and the other on bis 


left, Jeſus ashed if they were able , 


| 

LY 20 drink of the Cup that he drank 
vi of, and t0 be b b cized with the 
| Baptiſm that he was baptized 
with? Ard they ſayd unto bim- we 
are able, Jeſus anſ! wered, ye ſball 
arink indeed of. my Cup, and be 


F baptized . with oy Bapti/m that I 


* 


# 
f a 
SS” -* 
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(74) 
am baptized with, &e. now tho? 
their requeſt ſayoured to much 
of ambition, yer ſball they have 
part in the Kjngdom through [uf- 


F. 
4.) It is the one Baptiſm 
only, which qualifies, fits, and 
"enables to the work of the Mt 
niſtry, all the ſharpeſt Wits, 
profoundeſt Learning, .and the 
moſt exquilite Accompliſh- 
meats, and curious Poliſhings, 
of natures chicfeft PerfeQting, 
cannot make a Goſpel Mint- FJ 
ſer, it is the pouring out, and 
work -of God's Holy Spirit, 
which makes a workman that 
needs not be aſhamed, Ard inf. 
thoſe days ſaith the Lord, I will, 
pour out of my Spirit upon dl . 
Fleſh, and your Sons and yout " 
hters ſha Propheſie, Jod < 
2. 28. which is witnefled, AY 
2. 4. tO 17. and they were all fit; 
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WASLY, 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt,” and bee 
gan 70 ſpeak with other Tong ues, 


= vey = gave them utterance; 
And Bleffinps, 'Glory and ever- 
laſting Praifes'ro our God; who 
after'a long\Night of Darkaeſs 
Jnd- Degeneracy, hath in this 
our Ape and Generation, ' viſi- ' 
xed aremnaor who-zre brought 
forth through the-«&@ Birch, to 
feet: upon! the finesre. Milk of 
| | the Word of erernal Life, who 
» || find ir-cheir ftrength, in ftil- 
neſs and ſilence to wait upon 
God, with an intire deperts * 
dance onffim + who att not in 
their own wills, nor ſpeak their 
own Words, but 4s the anoint- 
ins which they have received and 
"i dbideth in them, teacheth them all 
ts pact that appertaineth to Life 
"Hd Godlineſs ; /o that their Mi- 
"* "9 is of the Spirit and not of 
' PRhe Lerter, bat dove according to 
x D 2 the - 


'®. 


(.76) 
"She ability which God giveth, avd 
by the movings of his Spirit, and 
if any thing be revealed to ano- 
ther. that. fits by, © the firſt doth 
hold his Peace,” that all may, ſpeak 


one by ;0ne, «nd that only as the 


Spirit moves and gives them nt- 
 Ferance, that all m 
ll may. be comfort 
30. and among: choſe; rhere 


15 no deſpiling of the weak ;'nor 


do the weak envy the 


ng, |. 
but they wiſh with Moſes, that | 


ll the Lord's People were Pro- 


phets, and that the Lord would 


put bis Spirit upon thi, Numb. 
Il. '29, TENG > 4 
( 5-) This one Baprifae, ma- 


keth all thoſe One with Chriſt; 


1 in them, and thou in me, ths. 
they may be made perfell inc 


«2 and 
» 1 Cor, 14: 


$ j 
ba 
0 
# þ 
#5 v; 


- 3 


and know. ye;,not {aigh the AJ 


ePoſtle, that ſo many of you «s 1 on 
fa?) baptizu” 


v9 © 


4 


i 
a1 


hi 
who partake of it, John 17. 2310, 


(77) 


baptized into Jeſus Chrift; were 
3m ized into Fe Death; we like - - 
as Chriſt was raiſed up from the 
Dead, by the glory of the Father, 
even fo 4//o- we ſbould walk - is 
mnotrof Life or 'if we have- 

; my #n the likeneſs of his 

, Death, we balbes iſo ip the like- 
neſoof bis R urreftion, Fwy 

F S, t rg and through 

chi ns Buy / all-that are 

herabygpath fied, hon with 
4 Ghri# 10 his Life.” 94. in his. 

Death: :and +34, - jn-his Refur- 
| redtion, Rom; 6. 3.4. 

-(6.) This is tharoneand on>+ 
ly- Baptiſm, which watheth. 
| and- cleanſeth from all. Sin, 
| know 76, not; fhith Paul, . that. 


Wn? 0 es 


#«{b4l vor Fnherit. 
Kingdom of God? be of 
s |þ ind, werther . Fornicators, 
{|} nor Drenkards, wor Extortio.. 
i ners, nor Idalaters, nor Aaultes , 


* D 3 rers,. 
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rers, wor Effeminate, nor _ Abu- 
ſers of themſclves with mankind, . 
wor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor. 
Rewvilers, ſhail iyther it the [\. ing-' 
dom of God. But ſuch were ſome 
. of y0u. but 56 are waſhed, but ye 
are ſanttified, but ye ae jb/tified 
in the Name of the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, a# by the Sprrit of ow WF 
God, . 1 Cyr. 6, 0, 10,11, ever WM 
as ( hriſt loved his Church, and 
gave himſelf for 'it , {bat he 
might [anttifie aud cleanſe it,. 
wth the waſbing of Water by the 
Word, that he might preſent it  þ 
fo "X< « gl-rions Church, not | 
þ.-ving ſpot or wrinkle, nor any 
ſoch v7uog but that it ſbos/d be 
Noh and wif hos Blom x Eph. 

5 4. 26, 27... 

) This Baptiſm doth not 
her Tani but ſave, For we 4 
Our fx wert [ometimes fooliſh, | 
«f obedient, deceived, ſerving di-" | - « 


VErS- 
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vers lufts and pleaſures, living in 
malice and envy, bateful and hat- 
ing one another ; , but after that 
the kindneſs and love of God ap- 
ared toward mankind, - not by 
works of Righteouſneſs which we 
have done, but accoriing to his © 
mercy he [aved ws, by the wwaiſhs 
F ing of Regencration, x4 .re- 
.newing of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
[ he ſhed on «s ohendanets throagh 
wir th 6ur Saviour, Tit. 
J+ 3z and thus, faith Peter, 
doth Bapiiſm ſave as {( not the 
| waive away the filth of the 
Fleſb, but) > anſwer of s good 
Conference towards 450) through 
the LF of Jeſus Chriſt. 
1 Per, Fa 20. ſo that Chriſt's 
Spirit MW? the Word,'is 
ſufficient (t without Johw' S 
Water Baptiſm, for he that is 
truly waſhed from all filchingfs 
of Fleſh and Spirit, and hath 
| D 4 the 


( 80 ) | 
the Holy Ghoſt in him, to waſh; 
elcanſe, 'Tenew and ſanQifie 
his Nature; to conform: his 
judgement,. will and. affe&ion. 
to the Image of Chriſt, and zo 
be inhim as a Well of l ving W- 
' ter ſpringing up 'to everlaſting. 


- Life, what need hath he of 


Material Water, under pre- 
tence of any Sign or Significa» 
tion whatſoever, either from 
Moſes or John the Baptiſt, when 
le is aQtually poſleſſe@of the 
real Truth and Subſtance of 
theſe Types and Figures in 
himſelfalready ? 

And laftly touching the Lord's 
Supper ; Which is a great 'My+- 
ſtery, above which all the wor- 
ſhipers'in the Qutward Courts, 
( fince. the pr 3 from the 


Spirit of Faith, Powerand Pu- 
gy of the Primitive Church) F 
of been, and are. in darkneſs 


and 


(3%) 
and confuſion ; :and at beſt; . 
reſting ſatistied with the exters - 
nal Shadow, and Figure of che. 
real Subſtance, which is the true - 
Spiritual Supper of the Lord, 
not diſcerning the Lord's Body, 
nay, they are faln from the ve- 

ry outward form..hereof, as-- 

held forth by Chriſt, Mas. 26. 

20, Lake 22.. 14. as he fate, 

and the twelve Apo#les with 

him, aff after his RefurreRi- 
on, he ſhewed himſelf to two 
of- his Diſciples in breaking of 

Bread as he fate with them, 

Luke.24. 30. which was practi= 

led by thoſe Three Thouſand 

converted by Peter's Sermon, ] , 

[key continued ftedfaſt. in the A+ 

Poſtles. Doftrine and Fellowſbip, . 

and in breaking of Bread, and in . 

W Prayer, AG 2. 42. daily breaks : 

ing Bread from Houſe to Houſe, 

did eat their Meat with gladneſs: 

* i a ang. | 


(82 ) 
and fingleneſs of Heart, praiſing 
Gad, Afs 2. 46. they did thus 
at all ſcaſons, even as often as 
they caf-and draak, they were. - 
to do. it in remembrance of 
Chrift, to ſhew his Death till 
he come, x Cor. 11. 26. and 
bleſſed is that Servant, faith 
our Saviour; Fo his Lord 
when he come! h ſhall find fo doing. 
But if the evil Ea bal 
Jay in his Heart, my Lofa delay- 
eth his coming, and tegin to ſmite 
his fellow ſervants, and to eat and 
drink with the Drunken; the 
Lord of that Servant ſhall come 
its 4 da) that he looketh not for 
him, and in an hour that he ts 
not aware of, © and ſhall cut bins 
uſurder, and give him his portse © 
ox with Hypocrites, Mat. 24: 46. 
to the end. Wherefore ſuch as | 
live Voluptuouſly, in Rioting 
and Excels, ia Hatred and En- 
A | VY'> 
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vy, in Strife and Cruelty (tho? 
they may be great pretenders 
to partake of the outward Bread 
and Wine, ) and abide not ſted- 
faſt in the 4pof/e's DoQtrine, 
who ſaith, whether ye eat or 
arink, or whatever ye do, do all 
to the Glory of God, 1 Cor. 10. 
31. but eat and drink to in> 
dulge the Fleſh; whoſe God 
their bel : Theſe, ſaith he inthe 
20 verle of this Chapter, S+- 
erifice to, and. have fellowſhip 
with. Devils; and ye cannot drink 
the Cup l the Lord,. and the Cup 
Devils. Nor can ye partake of 
the Lord's Table, and the Table 
of Devils, verſe 21: neither 
can they diſcern the Lord's Bo- 
dy, nor ſhew his Death till he: 
come. And with ſuch he is al- 
ways to come ; nay, When he 
does come and ſtand knocking. 
at the door of their Heart, me | 
W-. Wl ' 


(34) 
will not open to him, nor en- 
_ tertain him. - b## if any Man 
( faith the Lord ). hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come in- 
i0 him, and Sup with him and 
he with me, Rev. 3. 20. and 
this-is the effeQtual Supper of 
the Lord's Table, which is the 
Fleſh and Blood of - Chriſt in 


the Myſtery ;  Fobs 6. 56. he | 


that eateth my Fleſh, and drink- 
eth my Blood, dwelleth in me, and 
Tin fim: and here the redeem- 
ed of the Lord, have their 
Communion in the Body, and 
Blood of Chriſt, by his abide 
ing in them, and they as living 
Branches of the true Vine, a- 
. biding in. him, and in this 
blefſed Communion, the Fi-. , 
evure-of the outward Supper is 
fulfiled, according to Chriſt's 
own Words, Lake 22. 16 and © 
18.- ] will no more cat heredf, 
PE 


F- 


— % _ . 
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wor drink of the Fruit of the Vine, 
wntil the Kingdom of God ſball 
come, and it be fulfiled in the 
Kingdom of God, {o that they 
only, who are partakers of the 
new Wine in Chriſt's Kingdom, 
can take the Cap of Salvation, 
and Praiſe his Name. | 

But notwithſtanding all that 
can be ſaid, none are greater 
oppolers of the Power of God- 
lineſs, than they who have 
their life only in the outward 
profeſſion thereof; and are like 
thoſe Soldiers, very earneſt in 
parting and” caſting Lots for 
' Chriſt's Garments; not at all 
regarding the crucified Jeſs, 
upon the Croſs ſo near there 
So, manyThouſands Profeſſors, 
ſpend moſt of their precious 
time about Words, -Names, 
{| Shadows, vain Shows, and 
| beggarly Elements, | till they 

G hag 
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4 _ diſputed and thrown away all 
inward ſetſe of true Chriftiani- 
; ty. Whata noiie they make a- 
| bout Water, Bzead and Dine, 
and ,.orher_ bodily exerciſes ; 
ating in Religion? asif mak» 
ing, and bleſſing an Idol; - and 
employed in heartleſs, overly 
and outſide Performances ; but 
within full. of Envy, Pride and 
Covetoulneſs; asif they thought 
toclime into Heaven that way * 
by which Lacifer was caſt out. 
Here's caough ſaid, to fatisfie 
A the impartial and unprejudiced, 
3 but to ſuch. as are wedded to the | 
Forms, Cuftoms, and Trads- 


trons of Men, this DoQtrine 
I New, Strange \and 
Dangerous ; nevertheleſs, tho? 
-” many. underſtand ;not theſe 
things at preſent, yet, I hops 
; | cy may hereafter; and to 
> {  / fuch as are otherwile mae 


_ 
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| Creature (for fo it is in the 
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God will reveal theſe, and 
greater Myſteries in his due 
time. 

And therefore, to that pos 
Inviſible, . Unchangeable' and 
Immortal Seed, and Principle 
of Life and Light, Which ew- 
lightneth every one- that cones * 
into the 'World; that Word 
which is nigh in the Fleart, chat 
everiaſtiog Goſpel which 1s” 

reached, Cot 1. 23. Jn 


Greet Copie) apadcr Heuer; | 
even to 40 Grace and Spirit of 
God, which appeareth, andioffer- . 
cth Salvation to all Men, which 
inwardly makes manifeſt"rthe 
hidden works of Darko" _ 
proves and ' condemns 
righteouſneſs in Heart and: —Y 
directs and leads into _—_ 
of Life and- Peace, a 
jad rewardeth for we 


(858) 


let every one who: love their 
own'Seuls be. inwardly turned, 
to love it, believe in it, and 0- 
| bey it, that ye may no longer 
bh remain in Darkneſs, but walk 
"WP and abide in the Light of the 
i Lord, . to whom be G4ry,” Fo- 
- - nowr and Obedience for eyer, 
1 Amy. 


God: the Father, hath com- 
mitted all Power jn Heaven, and. 
upon . Earth to- his Sox, and 
made -him. Supream Head and 

Governour over his Church;and 

He in his own Divine Light ma», 
"nifefts and [reveals himſelf, . his, 

mind-and,will to Man; and is 

al-ſufficient, and ever 'prefent 
todire& and ' lead. bis People in- 
tos Trath. Andbeing our Lord, 
- our Judge, and Law-giver, re-, 
quires univerſal Obedience to 
_ his Royal [Law written in our 
©" I Hearts, 


— 


” 
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Hearts, -and hath always the-- 
Soveraign Power to lay. afide, 
alter, aboliſh and lead his Peo- 
ple from the uſe of outward: 
Obſervations and Ordinances, 
that are idolized or abuſed, as 
_ well now as he did formerly, 
by Temple-Worſhip, Sacrifis 
ces, the Paſſover and Circum- 
cifion ; which at firſt was com- 
manded the Jews, and their. 
Secd for an everlaſting Cove» 
nant.. 


( 1.) Even as Swearing un» 
der the o/d Teftament ; an Oath 
was then taken for confirmati- 
on, &c. which under the Gol: 
pel is expreſly forbidden by 
Chriſt, :Mar. 5.34. g5.. and by 
the Apolile, James 5.12. 

The Primitive Chriſtians kept 
this DoQtrine, againſt the com- 
mandments of Heathen Empe- 
rors, 


(90) 
yors, 'Popes, and perſecuting 
Princes; As, 

Policarpus refuſed to Swear, 

affirming it a ſpecial Charatter 
of a true Chriſtian, not to Swear 
at all ; he was burn'd theretpre 
in the 86 Year of his os Atts 
and Mon. wol. x. fol. 5 

Baſs iliades , wi Mer, 

rmed it was nor lawful for 
a Chriſtian to Swear, Euſeb., 
e. 6,þ. 98. 

In the Plowman's Com- 
plaint, we have this Expreſſi- 
on, © Lord thou giveiſt us thy 
£ Commandment of Truth, not 
© to Swear, but ro ſay, yes, yes: 
© and xa, nay, and to be Hum- 
© ble and Meck; bur he that 
* calls hinaſelf thy Vicer on 
© Earth, hath broken theſe 
9 Commandments, compelling 
$ Men to Swear, and teacherh, 
p that to ſave Life, a Man may 
* forſwear 


nr os CI) 
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© forſwear himſelf, AF#s and 
Mos. vol. 1. fol. 527. 

Walter Brate #3 -meth, that 
as it was che Perfection of the 
Ancients in the Old Teſtament, 
wot #0. forſwear themſelves, io 
the PerfeQion of: a Chriſtian 
Man, 1s wot t2 Swear at all, As 
and Mon. wol. 1. fol. 653. 

And Chriſoftome declares it, 
IS a Sin to Swear upon any ace 
count, As and 09. vol. Is 


fol. 5or. 


Yea a great Mofter in Diwis: 
nity laith, It is not lawful ej" 
ther to give,, or \take an Oath 
upon a Bodl#; for faith he,. a 
Book is nothing elle but di- 
vers Creatures whereof it 1s 
made ; theretore*to\Swear up- 
on a Book, is to Swear by Cre«- 
fares; and this Swearing is ever 


unlawful, Ad#s and Mos. vol, 1. 
ol, JOL. ; 
Yo 


('92.) 

- So likewiſe, other Cuſtoms. 
which had their Riſe and Au-- 
thority of the Romiſh Church, 
and Popiſh Councils, intruded 
meerly for filthy Lucres ſake, 
ought to-be\Jaid afide, viz. 

 Tenatius Biſhop of Rome, was - 
the firſt who" ordained that Tu-. 
fants ſhould be baptized, and : 
have 'God-fathers.and God-mo- - 
thers. 

- 'And' a»20 -1500. it WAS Ore. 
dained by the Council, held at 
 Fifoy in France, that Infavt Bap- 
t:/m ſhould be received by Tra+- 
dition, becauſe it could not be. 
proved by Scriptuf®.. 

- And Higinas the ninth Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, ordained the 
Communion to be. eclebrated 
three times a-Year.. | 

(2.) And as for paying Tyrhes 
under the'Goſpe! Diſpenſation - 
cis ſufficiently manifeſt to be a 
Popiſb impolition. Pope - 


-_ . 
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© tho' in the o/d 


[CID 
Pope Prius. the 5b, ' com- 


* manded Tyrhes to be paid wade 


the penalty of Excommunica- 
tion. 

The Bohemians in their Chri- 
tian Exhortation to K/zgs and - 
Prime, to ſtir them upto Zeal 
for the Goa againſt the co- 
nar * Fr ces of the Clergy, 

hey receive Tythes of 
6 on” and will have em: and 


* preach that Men are bound to 
+ pive them Tythes. but therein 
© they ſay fallly, for they-can- 


* not .prove by the new Tefta- 
© ment , that our Lord. Jeſus 
commanded it, neither did 
* his Diſciples roqguive any.; and * 

eft ament,it was 


© commanded to giret SUING: 
©can it not thereby 

© that Chriſtians: are ae) 

<thereunto;; for this precept of. 


© the,o/d Teftament,. had an end- | 
<©;n, 


--. 
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Fin the firſt Year of our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt, like as the pre- 
© cept of Circumciſion. Where: 
* fore conſider, and ſee how 
© your Biſhops ſeduce you with 


* things that have no 'proof;;. 


© Chriſt ſaid in the 1 1cþ of Loke, 
* Give Alms of thoſe things tha# 
* remain, but ſaid nor, give the 
* Tenth ye poſſeſs, AFrandMos. 
vol. 1. fol. $60: Th 

Finally, The Wain and 
Ptincipal Foundation of the 
Law of Englandts the Lavo 
of-God, ſo faith the Leo-Book, 
Dofor and Student, c. 2. Þ. 4 
in theſe Words, 

© There is a Law written in 
©the Heart of Man, which is 
* Man created in the Imageof 
© God ; and this Law is always 
© Good arid Rightcous, firing 
© up the Man to do that which 
© is good, and abhor the evil; 


5 and 
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* and therefore againſt this Law 
* (ſaith the Book) Pzeſcrip- 
© tion, Statute, Cuſtom may 
* not prevail, and if any be 
L © brought againſt ie, they are 
b'7 void, and againſt Juſtice. 

Wherefore it doth neceſſari- 
ly follow , that all Popiſh. or 
Prelatical Prefcriptions, Cu» 
ſtoms or Penal Statutes, con- 
| cerning Ozthes or Tyths, or any 


other thing, not ſounded onthe 
Law of God written in the 
Heait; are void, and againſt Juſtices 
| For undoubtedly, they who laid 
» | the firſt Foundation of Government, 
+ | Had Authority to make ſuch a 'Con- 
ſtitution as cannot be altered by Pos. 
ſterity, for Foundations carjnot be 
removed, without hazzard of the 
whole building, but ifany do here. 
plead the neceſſity of times, the ex- 
pediency or uſefulneſs of ſome ſuch 
Statutes or Cuſtoms ? | Anſwer, 1 
the greateſt neceſlity and care,' 
and ſhould be to ſecure and ——_ 


F 
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the-Foundation, and 2ly. however 
neceſſity might ſupport,and indulge 
other Laws-it cannot, ſuch as alter 
andare perniciousto theConſtirutivn; 
but every legal advantage ſhould be 
taken for reſtoring it,together with 
our juſt Rices and Freedoms, from 
all Arbitrary oppreſlions, and in- 
novations, and more particularly 
from the aforeſaid Popiſh intruſions 
"and impoſitions, forOaths and Tythes. 
'And this is the humble arid earneſt 
defire of every good ſubjet, that 
they who are more eſpecially con- 
-.cerned, may ſo Vote, and ſo Enatt, 
Fs thoſe that ſhall be judged by the Law 
of Liberty, James 2. 12. for by th's 
Law inthe Heart, God hath ſhewet 
unto them that Govern, as unto us 
who are under them, what is good, 
and what be requires of us all, Mic.6,8. 
_ . And that they who ſit to Judge ns 

According to the Law; may not com: 
mand nor ſuffer us (any longer to 
be Smitien contrary 16 the Lan 


"_AQts 23. 3 
Poſtſcript. 
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Poſiſcript, 
HE ſumm, and end of a!t 
Teſtimon'es, Declarations, 
Words, and Writing,is, or ought 
£o- be, to Reconcile. Recover, 
and Reſtore loſt 1a» unto God, 
and into his Fayour. 

And this is to be done no: 0- 
ther way; bur only, in and by 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Ye is 
the Way ; 1 am the Way, ({anh 
he) and no Man cometh to the 
Father but by: me, John 14. 4, 
C< | | 

Now then-: He, and he only, 
is in the right way to Eternal 
Life, who « in Chriſt, that hath 
put on Chriſt, that dwellerh 
and abideth in Chriſt,andChriſt 
in him, John 6, 56. 

E 
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But ſome will ſay, whoww 
Chriſt? Aniw, The new Cres- 
ture; even he or te that is raiſed 
up from dead Works, and made | 
alive to Gcd by the ſame Spirit 
and Power that raiſed up Jeſs 
from the Dead, Rom. 8. 11. 

T hat.,like as Chriſt was raiſed 
up from the Dead, by the Glory 
ot the Father, even ſo, we allo 
ſhould walk in newneſs of Life, 
Rom. 6. 4. 

Therefore, if any Man bein 
Chriſt,he is a wew Creature ; be- 
hold all things are become »ew. | 
and all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us unto himſelf | ; 
by Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5.17. Þg 

Wherefore, all my Dear |, 
Friends, Brethren and Siſters, 
who have believed in the Lyghr, 
and do-walk in the Light; and 
tho? this way is every where evil 
ſpoken of, Ads 19. 9. Yet tofhe 
yo ol; 


Ta 
to 
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you, he is precious, his ways arc 
ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all his 
paths full of Peace, Prov. 3. 17. 
Hold on, keep ia this your way 
to the end; and as ye have re- 
ceived Chriſt Jeſw the Lord, 
even ſo walk is him, Col. 2. 6. 


.- 'SOrun, as that ye may obtain 


the Crown, and finiſh your 
Courſe with Joy. Take heed, 
Watch and Pray leaſt ye fall or 
enter into Tempration, of being 


, eaſie or luke-warm, or to begin 


to wax wanton againſt Chrilt, 


| 11im.5.11. And ſo cſpoule to 


your ſelves any carnal Intreſt, 
or falſe Liberty, which leadeth 


"down to the Chambers of Death 


and Hell, Prov. 7. 27. 
Aad therefore believing, that 
Iam in Conſcience obliged both 


Q 


0 [to God and Man, and made 


ling, as a warnims unto Al, 


roÞicre to Inſert and Publiſh this 


ol:'owing 1eftimony. A 
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A Copy of the Paper 
ſent 10 Nottingham, 
the 218. of the 7th. 


Month, 1697. 


To all tender and upright= 
hearted Friends in Not- 
tingham, and Nottin- 
ghamſhire, James Jack- 
{on ſendeth Greetin a IN 
the Love and Fear of God 
which abideth unchanga. 
bl: for EUer, 

Y Dear Friends, whereas 

1 by my ſinful Prevarica- 

tions, and publick. Revolt, th 

Glorious Name of the Lord, anc 


his ever blefled Truth, hat 
Heel. 
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been greatly diſhonoured : his 


_ holy Spirit, together with 


yours, exceedingly grieved; be- 
ſides the manifeſt occaſion of 
Stumbling, Offence, and Per- 
judice, hereby given to the 
World, 

And now, (through the infi- 
nite Goodneſs and Mercy of 
God in Jeſus Chriſt) being 
brought into the weighty ſence 
of his righteous Judgments,and 


. juſt Diſpleafure for my Tranſ- 


greffions and Backſlidivgs ; feel- 
ing alſo, the operation of his 
mighty Power, in the freſh 
Viſitations of his Love, renew- 
ing and reviving his own bleſ- 
{xd Work upon my Heart ; 
whereby he hath made me (as 
at firſt) tolook unto him whom 
I have Pierced, and with ſhame 
and contrition,to yeild unto,and 
fall under thole very ſame —_ 
an 
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and Divine Reproofs, againſt 
which I have too too long kick- 


ed. 

In the living ſence hereof, I 
am conſtrained to deelare unto 
you, and am not aſhamed to 
Publiſh unto the World, how 
abundantly Good, and Gracious, 
the Lord hath been, and 1s to 


me, who after all my Provoca- + 


tions and Ill requitals, hath once 
more 1n the way of his Judg- 


ments,cxtended Mercy; and as ' 


a God that waits to be Gracious 
hath given me a repenting, bro- 


ken, and returning frame of 


Heart, filled with Self. condem- 
ning and Self abhorring reſent- 
ments; and (withal) raiſed in 


me a living hope, that as he_ 
hath ſeen all my Wanderings, | 


and perverſneſs of my ways, 
he will alſo pity and heal me, 
and reſtore Comforts to me and 


tO } 


you, Hef. 2. 7. 


"_y 
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to you, my Mourners; accord- 
30g to that precious Word, 1/«. 
57. 15,16, 17, 18. 

Neither can TI here omit, to 
make my fincere and thagkful 
Acknowledgements for the ma- 
ny repeated Teſtimonies of your 
tender Care and Chriftian- * 
like Dealing with me; watching 
over me, adminiſtring whol- - 
fome and ſeaſonable Admoniti- 
ons, faithful and compaſſionate 
Reproots ; and laſtly, righteous 
and juſt Cenſures. All which, 
(as to me) I own were very 
neceſlary; and as from you, the 
produtts of Love and Faithful- 
neſs. 'The {avour thereof, hath 
ever ſince ( by times ) affected 
my Heart with warm Laclinati- 


ons tg love you, and ſecret Mo- 


tions to return (with the Dove) 
into the Ark, back again unto 


And 
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And alſo, in tender Love and-: 
Faithfulneſs, I cannot but warn: - 
and beſeech, thoſe, who in any: 
meaſure or degree have ſwerved 
from the pure path of Holineſs 
and Selfdenial ; whole Hearts 
are privy to any ſecret allow- - 
ance of S/x, or inward declin- 
ings or decay from your firſt 
Love, that ye make haſte, and 
delay not; but immediately 
look up unto Je/ws (as they un - 
the Wilderneſs to the Brazen 
Serpent) Oh ! linger not, dally - 
not with S$:z; nor take liberty 
to defer from mine or any- 0- 
thers evil Example, leaſt hard- | 
neſs come, through the deceit- 
fulneſs of -Sinx; who knows 
how foon the Day of Viſitati- 
on may be over , the ſtrivings 
of Gods Spirit ceaſe, and : 


Door of Mercy be ſlut. An 
as for my part (tho' I can trul 


ſay 
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ſay, the Lord hath preſerved me 
from the Spirit of Envy, and 
Prejudice, (the uſual Compani- 
ons of Apoſtacy) yet I muſt 
ever pray, that none who have 
known the Truth, may have 
the like occaſion to feel the bit- 
ter Pangs, Tetrors,and Difficu- 


ries; which attend a deferred re- 


turn. 

And Te, who have abode 
Faithful, and continued in your 
firſt Station ; knowing that all 
your Strenth and Sufficiency 
is of Grace: Put on, as the 
Ele of Goa, Bowels of Mercy, 


and Pitty.; ſuſtaine the Weak, 


and pray for Us, and all that 
have taſted of the Good Word 
of Life, and the Powers of the 
World to come ; that we, toge- 


ther with you, may be Preſer- 
ved, and perſevere in that Li- 
berty wherein the Truth _ 
ct 
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ſet us free; and there abiding» 
may keepour Dominion, in the 
Authority of- Treth, over the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſts of 
the Eyes, and the Pride of 
Life. 

'* And to conclude, with the 
bumble Expreffion of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, (in the like cale) Dar. 
4. 37. I Praiſe, ani Extoll, aud 
Flozonr the God of Heaven, all 
whoſe Works are Truth, and hu * 
Ways are Judgment, and they 
that walk in Pride, he ts able 30 
Abaſe. 


Faracs Jackſon. 


THE E N D. 


